Clinical indications as a basis for ordering extraoral imaging studies.
Extraoral imaging exams can be an important diagnostic tool for a wide variety of pathologies ranging from bone and mineral disorders, to metabolic disorders, genetic abnormalities, and soft-tissue calcifications such as carotid artery calcification. This article reviews a number of disorders that may manifest in the head and neck region and provides information on how the disorders in question may appear on an extraoral radiograph. It then presents an approach to using clinical indications as a basis for determining when to order extraoral imaging studies.